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~ Mr. M2Carran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 


the following 
REPORT 
{To accompany 8. 750] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 750) for the relief of Edward Chi-Kan Lam, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the admission into the 
United States of the Chinese husband of an American citizen as a 
nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by alien 
husbands of citizens of the United States whose marriage occurred 
prior to January 1, 1948. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 38-year-old native and citizen of 
China who is presently residing in Hong Kong with his native-born 
citizen wife and two minor citizen children. He is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan and has been in the United States for his 
education and later as an official Government representative of the 
Chinese Nationalist Army. Under present law husbands of United 
States citizens who were married prior to January 1, 1948, are entitled 
to nonquota status. However, the law does not provide for such 
nonqyota status for Chinese husbands of American citizens although 
the Chinese wives of American citizen husbands enjoy nonquota 
status. Without the enactment of this bill the beneficiary of the bill 
will be unable to accompany his citizen wife and citizen minor children 
to the United States. 
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A letter dated August 3, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case, reads as follows: 

Avcust 3, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 750) for the relief of Edward Chi-Kaa 
Lam, an alien. 

The bill would provide that the provisions of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immi- 
gration Act of 1924, as amended, shall be held to be applicable to Edward Chi-Kan 
Lam, the husband of Frances Lew, a citizen of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Lam, a citizen of China, of the Chinese race, was born in 
Kwangtung, China, on October 6, 1913. He is now residing in Hong Kong 
China, with his American-born wife, Frances Lew Lam, and their two minor 
Chinese-born children. Mr. Lam attended the University of Michigan from 1935 
until 1939, and prior thereto was a student at the Ling Nan University, Canton, 
China. He is an architect by occupation, and entered this country in 1927, as a 
government official representative of the Chinese Nationalist Government. He 
was at that time a lieutenant colonel in the Chinese Nationalist Army. Mr. Lam 
has no relatives in this country, but his wife, Mrs. Frances Lew Lam, is the 
daughter of Mrs. Moy Lew, a native-born United States citizen, who resides in 
Seattle, Wash. Mrs. Lam has two native-born citizen sisters residing in this 
country, one in Los Alamos, N. Mex., and the other in Lexington, Mass. 

The files further reflect that Mr. Lam’s mother, three brothers, and two sisters 
all reside in Hong Kong. Prior to his death about 2 years ago, his father operated 
a department store in Tientsin, China, but when the Communists took over that 
city they confiscated all the stocks and holdings of his father. Mr. Lam is said 
to be fairly prosperous, being self-employed as an architect. Mrs. Lam has on 
deposit in a local bank, United States Savings bonds worth between four and 
five thousand dollars. Her relatives in this country have offered to assist in their 
support if necessary. 

The Chinese racial quota, to which Mr. Lam is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
for several years and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In that 
respect his case is similar to that of many other aliens who desire to become lawful 
permanent residents of the United States, but who are unable to do so because of 
the oversubscribed condition of the quotas to which they are chargeable. The 
record presents no facts which would justify the enactment of special legislation 
granting him a preference over the many other aliens in China, and other foreign 
countries, who are awaiting their turn for quota numbers. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enact- 
ment of this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Warren G. Magnuson, the author of the bill, has submitted 
numerous letters and recommendations in connection with this bill, 
among which are the following: 


SeatrLe 4, Wasu., January 15, 1951. 
Hon. WARREN G. MAGNUSON, 
Room 127, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D. C, 

DeEaAR SENATOR Maanuson: I write in the interests of Mrs. Soun H. Lew of 519 
Tenth Avenue, Seattle, Wash. 

It is apparent after considerable investigation by your office and by others 
that Mrs. Lew’s son-in-law, Edward Chi-Kan Lan, will be able to gain admission to 
the United States from China only upon the passage of a private bill covering his 
case. Mrs. Lew has spoken with Anne Sanders about this matter and has received 
considerable help from Anne. Mrs, Lew is very well regarded here in Seattle, as 
you know. 

The facts concerning the personalities involved follow: 

Edward Chi-Kan Lan.—Subject was born on October 6, 1913, in China. He 
attended St. Paul’s Boys School in Hong Kong and Lingnan University, Canton, 
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China. In 1935 he entered the University of Michigan from which school he was 
graduated with a degree in architectural engineering in 1937. Between the years 
1937-39 Mr. Lan served his apprenticeship in Chicago. 

Edward Chi-Kan Lan returned to China in 1939, becoming associated with a 
Chinese architectural firm, and remained in the latter capacity until he joined the 
Nationalist Army in 1942 or 1943 as liaison officer. Subject’s duties with the 
Nationalist Army consisted of arranging for the headquarters and lodgings of 
American soldiers in Kweilin, Kunming, and, in 1945, in Peking and Tientsin. 
In March of 1947 Mr. Lan came to the United States under the auspices of the 
Nationalist Government in connection with the above-mentioned duties of liaison 
officer. He returned to China in October of 1947. At the present time Lan has 
an architectural office in Hong Kong. 

Frances Lew Lan, the wife of Edward Chi-Kan Lan (nee Frances Lew), was 
born in Seattle, Wash., in 1917. A graduate of the University of Washington and 
a sociology major, Mrs. Lan attended the University of Chicago as a graduate 
student. She met Edward Chi-Kan Lan during this period. The couple were 
married in Hong Kong in 1940, and at the present time have two children. 
Subject’s mother, Mrs. Soun H. Lew: states that her daughter has money of her 
own here in Seattle. 

The paternal grandfather of Frances Lew Lan was Lew King, long-time resident 
of Seattle, who was engaged in import-export trade in this city. Her maternal 
grandfather was Moy Ling, minister of the United Brethren Chinese Mission in 
Portland, Oreg., during his lifetime. Her father, Soun H. Lew, attended the 
University of Washington. I am sure you will agree that Mrs. Lan’s background 
is an excellent one. 

I recognize that private bills present real problems of passage in that the person 
concerned must have an unusual case. This man does not possess qualifications 
needed immediately in the field of atomic energy, for example, but modestly 
stated, he is apparently a very high grade gentleman, worthily representative of 
his race, and a man who would be a fine asset in the United States. 

As noted above, he is an architectural engineer having obtained his university 
degree at the University of Michigan and having served his apprenticeship in 
Chicago. He served with distinction in-the Chinese Nationalist Army, and for 
that reason and for the further reason that he has some financial resources, he will 
undoubtedly be a No. 1 target of the Communist regime. 

Should circumstances permit, there is a possibility that Mr. Lan might be asked 
to teach on the faculty of the United Brethren College in Huntington, Ind. 
There are people in the United States who will vouch for him. They are: 

Marian Lew, now living in Los Alamos, N. Mex., and doing research for the 
University of California in conjunction with the Atomic Energy Commission; 
Mrs. Edith Mar, now living in Lexington, Mass., and wife of Dr. James Mar, a 
member of the faculty at Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Mrs. Soun H. 
Lew, mother of Frances Lew Lan. 

Marian Lew and Edith Mar are sisters of Frances Lan; their success in our 
society certainly augurs well for Edward Chi-Kan Lan. 

Mrs. Lew has given me the names of Mary Farquharson, Mrs. Edward Petite, 
whose husband is principal of the Ravenna School, Mrs. Carl Cooper, active in 
civic affairs and League of Women Voters, and Dr. Walter Hiltner of the China 
Club, reputable Seattle citizens who would be willing to give references concerning 
Frances Lan. 

Mrs. Lew further informs me that she has sent to your office two references for 
Edward Chi-Kan Lan. 

I realize that we are asking that you commence a considerable undertaking 
but I am convinced that Edward Chi-Kan Lan is a man worthy of your effort and 
attention, and I hope that you may be able to introduce a private immigration 
bill in his behalf, 

Yours very truly, 
HarPer, MacDoNnaLp AND HoaaGugs, 

By KennetH A. MacDOona.p. 


SeaTrLe, Wasu., March 14, 1950. 
Hon. WarREN G. Maanuson, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR Maanuson: I have received your March 7 letter and hope the 
following information will be helpful in the consideration and passing of bill 
S. 750 for the relief of Edward Chi-Kan Lam. 

1. Edward Chi-Kan Lam would like to enter the United States because he 
believes it is well for his wife, Frances, who was born in Seattle, Wash., and his 
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two children, to live in a free country. He would like his children to grow up 
in the American way of life. His wife and children, however, are reluctant to 
leave him and are hesitating about returning to the United States without him. 
During World War II he served as a liaison officer with the Nationalist Army. 
It is therefore unsafe for him to be where there is a chance of the Communists 
taking over. He is, moreover, diametrically opposed to communism. 

2. He is at present living in Hong Kong and has had an office there since his 
discharge from the Nationalist army in 1948. 

3. He is registered in Hong Kong as an architect and is able to support his 
family. Should he be able to come to the United States, he would hope to get a 
position in line with his training. However, his wife Frances, has some means in 
the United States as do the other members of her family, so he would never be a 
burden on the State. 

t. Edward Chi-Kan Lam has never been engaged in any activities, political or 
otherwise, injurious to the American public interest I would like to quote from 
a copy of a letter Mr. Joseph Regis, Jr., sent to Senator McCarran in regards to 
bill S. 750. ‘‘As an officer of our forces during World War IT, I had the privilege 
of serving nearly 2 years in China. While there I had the opportunity of knowing 
Mr. Lam. While living in the same quarters I had friendship of a man that I 
learned had graduated from the University of Michigan. Here I found a man 
that believed in the same principles of government that we had in the United 
States. I found him to be trustworthy, industrious, and intelligent. Several 
times he rendered assistance to our forces. Feeling that Mr. Lam would be a 
credit in the United States, I ask vour kind consideration and support of bill 
S. 750.” 

5. Mr. Lam has never been convicted of an offense under any Federal or State 
law 

Thanking you again for vour efforts on Mr. Lam’s behalf, 1 am with kindest 
regards 

Sincerely yours, 
Rost May Lew. 
(Mrs. Soun H.) 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 


the opinion that the bill (S. 750) should be enacted. 


yo 
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